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gas. The existence of these credits over the
past several years has helped address an on-
going problem: fuel providers do not want to
commit to alternative fuel stations without
knowing that vehicles would be available to
use them. Automakers did not want to
produce vehicles that use only alternative
fuels without knowing that the fuels would be
available. The production of flexible fuel vehi-
cles bridges this gap.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will help us deal with
the CAFE dilemma that we face. The freeze of
the current standards should continue. But in
the meantime, we can study where we are,
where we have been, and think carefully about
where we need to go. And we can provide
consumers with the incentives to purchase the
vehicles that are starting to show up in the
marketplace with some of the advanced tech-
nologies resulting from partnerships and com-
petition among the manufacturers. | urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

———

CELEBRATING MONSIGNOR JAMES
F. COX’S 75TH BIRTHDAY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Right Rev-
erend Monsignor James F. Cox will celebrate
his 75th birthday on May 15, 2000. Monsignor
Cox has been dedicated to service for most of
his life, especially within the Catholic Church
and the Archdiocese of New York. He was or-
dained to the priesthood in 1951, and since
that time, Monsignor Cox has made a valiant
effort to serve the people of New York, most
of whom reside in my Congressional district.

The title of Monsignor is one of prominence
within the Catholic Church, bestowed upon
those of great virtue and generosity. Mon-
signor Cox has been an exemplary model for
all to follow. Throughout his years in our Hud-
son Valley, Monsignor Cox has served on sev-
eral advisory and community boards that have
been of great importance to the citizens of my
district. He was a former member of the Rock-
land County Mental Health Board, former
Chairman of the Rockland County Human
Rights Commission, a former member of the
Rockland County Board of Governors, a
former President of the Board of Directors of
the Rockland Haitian Association, Chaplain of
the Columbiettes Triune Council of the Knights
of Columbus, and State Chaplain of the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

Moreover, Monsignor Cox was the Pastor of
St. Mary’s Parish in Washingtonville, NY and
was the Roman Catholic Vican for both Rock-
land and Orange Counties. Today, Monsignor
Cox continues his work as a Pastoral Asso-
ciate at St. Joseph’'s Parish in Westchester
County.

For his valiant efforts in the community,
Monsignor Cox has also received honorary
doctorate degrees from N.Y. State’s Domini-
can College and St. Thomas Aquinas College.
| invite all of my colleagues to join me in pay-
ing tribute to Monsignor Cox and remembering
him on May 15th, the day of his 75th birthday
and in wishing him Happy Birthday for many
more years to come.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today as |
have each year since | came to Congress, |
acknowledge the atrocities suffered by the Ar-
menian people at the hands of the Ottoman
Turks. This year marks the 85th anniversary of
this atrocity.

It is important that we take this time to re-
member one of the greatest tragedies that hu-
mankind has ever witnessed. Mr. Speaker, lit-
tle did anyone know that April 24, 1915, would
forever signify the beginning of a Turkish cam-
paign to eliminate the Armenian people from
the face of the Earth.

Over the following 8 years, 1.5 million Arme-
nians perished, more than 200 Armenian reli-
gious, political, and intellectual leaders were
massacred, and more than 500,000 were ex-
iled from their homes. Armenian civilization,
one of the oldest civilizations, virtually ceased
to exist.

Sadly, this chapter of global history is not as
well known or remembered an event of the
20th century as it deserves to be. Little atten-
tion was paid to this tragic episode by the vic-
torious allied powers at the end of World War
I, or by historians since. And unfortunately, as
time wears on, so much of it has faded into
memory, and people begin to forget what oc-
curred during that horrific time.

However, even worse, as time passes on,
and people are distanced from the atrocities,
naysayers and revisionists have the oppor-
tunity to change this generation’s under-
standing of Armenian genocide.

Even more outrageous though, due to the
failure of some nations to acknowledge this
horrible tragedy, 85 years later the Turkish
crimes have gone unpunished.

An international court has yet to condemn
the holocaust of an entire nation, and this im-
punity has permitted the Turks to repeat simi-
lar crimes against the Greek inhabitants of
Asia minor; the Syrian Orthodox people and
recently, people living in Cyprus.

Fortunately, despite this unspeakable trag-
edy committed 85 years ago, Armenians today
remain a compassionate, proud, and dignified
people. Despite the unmerciful efforts of the
Turks, Armenian civilization lives on and
thrives today.

Thankfully, this spirit lives on in the inde-
pendent Republic of Armenia. And, it lives on
in communities throughout America, especially
in my home State of California. In fact, every
proud Armenian that walks the world over is
the product of generations of perseverance,
courage, and hope.

| am proud that today my colleagues and |
engage in this special order to honor the inno-
cent Armenians who tragically lost their lives.
Today we call attention to and acknowledge
that the Ottoman Turks committed genocide
against the Armenian people.

And today, we demand that this undeniable
fact be accounted for by the current leaders in
Istanbul. Unfortunately, the valuable lessons
which might have been learned from this Ar-
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menian genocide have gone largely unlearned
and unnoticed.

Perhaps if more attention had been paid to
the slaughter of the innocent Armenian men,
women, and children—perhaps if needed les-
sons in humanity had been learned earlier—
our world could have avoided other tragic
events and unspeakable events of this past
century.

But since we can’t change the past but only
prepare for the future, it is only proper and fit-
ting that the international bastion of democ-
racy, the U.S. House of Representatives, is a
voice in this campaign to recognize and ac-
knowledge the Armenian genocide.

As George Santayana reminds us, “Those
who forget the past are condemned to repeat
it.” Perhaps this, above all, is the valuable les-
son each of us must learn from the Armenian
genocide.

However, until that day comes, know that |
will continue to remind our Nation, and this
distinguished body, of our responsibility to
learn from the past. And, our responsibility to
speak out in order to prevent any such atrocity
in the future.

——————

HONORING JACKIE BALFOUR FOR
TWENTY-TWO YEARS OF DEDI-
CATED SERVICE

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, “Service is the
price you pay for the space you occupy on
this Earth.” This is the noble principle that has
served to guide Jackie Balfour through her 22
years of dedicated service to her community in
Celina and Mercer County, Ohio. For those
past 22 years, Jackie went from volunteering
with the Celina Chamber of Commerce in
1969 to recent years as the Chamber Presi-
dent. Noteworthy chamber events under Jack-
ie’s leadership include the establishing of the
Convention and Visitor's Bureau in Auglaize
County (OH), innovations as the Small Busi-
ness Development Center and Industrial
Awareness Days, the growth of the St. Mary’s
Lake Festival, and the creation of the Auglaize
and Mercer County Industrial Association.

In 1967, Jackie earned her radio broad-
casting license from the Federal Communica-
tion Commission and broke ground in the field
as a woman broadcaster. She was one of the
first women to earn this license. Jackie and
her husband Keith owned Radio Station WKKI
for a number of years during this time. She
was one of only 35 individuals in eight states
selected to participate in the Neil Armstrong
Homecoming after his historic flight to the
moon. In addition, Jackie has interviewed nu-
merous elected officials and celebrities, includ-
ing Joan Crawford, President Richard Nixon,
Ohio Governor Jim Rhodes, Ed McMahon,
Bob Hope and Nick Clooney.

But her participation and leadership did not
end there. For 11 years Jackie worked on the
Congressional Award program for young peo-
ple and with the D.A.R.E. Boosters program.
She had also previously served on the Board
of Directors for the Chamber of Commerce
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